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It was taught by Doctor David Ritchie, one
of the ministers of Edinburgh, and was treated
more as an appendage to his ministerial charge
than as the professor's supreme interest, after
a fashion not uncommon in philosophical pro-
fessorships in Scotland about that time. The
winter of 1835 was Ritchie's last, in a professorial
reign of twenty-eight years, during which he had
delivered to undergraduates in a diluted form the
psychology of Thomas Eeid and the logic of Watts
and Duncan. Tall and gaunt, a powerful athlete
in middle life, he was now the ghost of his former
self. I seem to see the pale anxious face of the
feeble old man as he made his daily entrance into
the riotous classroom. Two volumes of sermons
on Romans was, I think, his only contribution
to the world's stock of books.

In 1836 philosophy was at a lower ebb in Scot-
land than at any time since the advent of Francis
Hutcheson from Ireland to Glasgow, rather more
than a century before, when the country was
becoming diverted from ecclesiastical warfare, and
turning to literary pursuits. In the seventeenth
century Drummond of Hawthornden was almost
the solitary representative of its literature, and
Leighton of its religious philosophy. In 1836n the following winter.n the end of October.     Its  popula-
